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Covers the history of twelve important diseases and addresses public health responses and societal

upheavals.Chronicles the ways disease outbreaks shaped traditions and institutions of Western

civilization. Explains the effects, causes, and outcomes from past epidemics. Describes a dozen

diseases to show how disease control either was achieved or failed. Makes clear the

interrelationship between diseases and history. Presents material in a compelling, clear, and

jargon-free prose for a wide audience. Provides a picture of the best practices for dealing with

disease outbreaks.
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This book was ordered as a textbook for a global issues in health class for my daughter, but I

enjoyed reading it as well. I knew a good bit of the information already, but this book added more

scientific information and enlightened me as to the initial thoughts on these diseases as they

emerged. I knew the end result already, but not the journey. For the most part it was well written and

fairly concise. Some of the latter chapters rambled a bit and lost some organization, but overall a

very good book.

Purchased for medical microbiology course. Absolutely the most interesting book I have ever



purchased for a biology course. Each chapter is focused on a disease, including its history which

captured my attention and kept me reading more than I needed to at times. Definitely recommend

for pleasure/educational reasons.

Very good. The section on the Irish Famine focuses too much on the blight of the potato at the

expense of the social changes that were a result. It seems to impute the cause of the Famine to the

blight, rather than to the political ideologies of the British Empire.

Very Interesting book! it was used during my medical microbiology course in undergrad. Love the

way the author gives so much indepth information about the history of these diseases. I still have

this book and plan to use it in my public health practice.

Good overview of epidemics through the course of times. Easy read with good facts.

Very interesting book. Was reminded of things I had learned in high school but forgot.

Easy to navigate, good ebook.

required for course had to buy. It was interesting subject matter. good for discussions in class with

professor and students
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